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Whereas, the Interfaith Council of the Wabash Valley (IFC) believes the death penalty is cruel 
and inhumane and violates the constitutional ban against cruel and unusual punishment as well as 
the guarantees of law and equal protection under the law.  Moreover, it is an intolerable denial of 
civil liberties and is inconsistent with the fundamental values of our democratic system;  
 
Whereas, the primary message conveyed by an execution is one of brutality and violence.  The 
death penalty is not used fairly, has failed to make society safer, and undermines any possible 
alternative moral message; 
 
Whereas, the death penalty is uncivilized in theory and often unfair and inequitable in practice 
and is disproportionately applied against the most vulnerable in society, including the poor, 
ethnic and religious minorities, as well as people with mental disorders;  
 
Whereas, the American justice system has often been influenced by systemic racism and has a 
history of committing errors for other reasons, therefore making the risk of executing an innocent 
person ever present.  When the death penalty is carried out, it is final; mistakes made cannot be 
unmade.  Innocent persons may be released from prison for a crime they did not commit, but an 
execution can never be reversed; 
 
Whereas, even though there is “eye for an eye” justice referenced in all Abrahamic religions so is 
prohibiting murder; execution is murder even if it is state-sanctioned.  In addition, mercy, 
compassion, and forgiveness are fundamental parts -- and are at the very spirit -- of all major 
world religions; 
 
Therefore, be it resolved that the IFC condemns the use of the death penalty, as it inherently 
violates the constitutional ban against cruel and unusual punishment and the guarantees of law 
and of equal protection under the law. 
 
Therefore, be it resolved that we of many faiths who belong to the Interfaith Council of the 
Wabash Valley call on the United States to join other Western countries to ban, once and for all, 
the death penalty. 
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